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School Newsletter                   Autumn Term 2 2020 

Dear Parents, 

Well we come to the end of an unbelievable year.  There is no way that anybody could have 
foreseen the events that have taken place due to the covid pandemic and when we look back 
at the history of South Darley School in many years to come, 2020 will certainly go down as 
one of the most eventful.  For the first time in 160 years, South Darley was closed for a            
prolonged period of time, we conducted the first online lessons and online collective worship 
and we had to keep classes of children apart as much as possible.  We also had infants            
sitting in rows for the first time since around the 1950s. 

But I feel the whole school community; parents, staff and pupils, can be proud of the way they 
have dealt with these changes, have risen to the challenges and pressures covid has placed 
on all of us, and have been responsible in their actions with regards to preventing the virus 
coming into school thus far. 

Of course, this is a continuing challenge that we face but we certainly hope that 2021 will be one of recovery and 
of returning to normal.  For now I hope that everyone is able to recharge their batteries over Christmas.  For 
many it may not be as busy as usual but this is all the more reason to embrace the simple pleasures of the            
season and return back refreshed and reenergised.   

Happy Christmas from all  the staff here at South Darley.  Paul Wilde, Headteacher. 

Your copy of ‘Dates for the           
Diary’ should arrive at the same time as 

this newsletter.   

Please make 
sure you keep a 
copy to hand and 
remember that it 
is  updated at the 
end of every half 
term.    

A lot of our dates 
this year are              
provisional and 
may have to be 
rearranged or               
cancelled at short notice due to the rapidly 
changing Covid-19 pandemic situation.  A new 
calendar will be issued at the end of each term. 

You can also find a copy on the school 
webpage by clicking on the latest news tab.   

The show (well...Nativity) will go on!!!             
Despite the difficulties surrounding Covid-19, restrictions on live                    
performances and productions having no audiences South           
Darley CE Primary School is pleased to announce that the           
annual Nativity, a highlight in many of our parents calendars has 
still taken place—for the first time ever—virtually!  The full        
Nativity can be viewed for a short time on the School Website 
so grab your cup of hot chocolate and settle in for your night’s 
TV viewing—the South Darley Nativity Performance 2020.  In 
addition to this, newly featured on the website is a virtual tour of 
the school.  Written, produced, filmed and performed by                
members of the School Council it shows our current parents  
how we have adapted the classrooms to be more covid friendly 

and allows parents of prospective pupils 
around our school in a covid friendly way.  
If you know of any parents looking for a 
school place for their child please let 
them know about our virtual tour.  Well 
done to all the children who took part in 
the making of the  virtual tour and all of 
our budding actors from the infant             
classroom who starred  in the Nativity   
production. 
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A THOUGHT 

 

"My idea of Christmas, whether old-fashioned or modern, is very simple: loving              

others. Come to think of it, why do we have to wait for Christmas to do that?"             
Bob Hope  

 
Most Decembers priests sit down to write a Christmas message for the people of the 
community. Not simply for those who attend church nor those of other Christian            
Traditions but everyone from the people of no faith to the ‘Hatch, Match and Dispatch’ members of the             
community. We are all (within reason) united in wanting peace, joy, hope for a better next year, and the festive 
festivals - I could eat mince pies all year round!! 
 
But this year isn’t like any other year. This year we won't have our children’s Nativity services, nor our own Carol 
Services. We’ll not have the chaos of St Helen’s Family nor the family service at St Mary’s on Christmas Day. 
We’ll not have the beautiful and moving Eucharists over Christmas along with a good mix of Christmas Carols. 
We’ll not be having collections for good causes and yet these good causes need our money more now than ever 
– RBL, Hospice, Marie Curie, Dignity Bags (for the homeless), Christian Aid, and many other charities.  
 
No, this Christmas will be like no other. I don’t think I’m overstating it but there will be much mourning this year. 
More isolation, more tears, more fears and sadly even more abuse. And yet this Christmas will be more akin to 
that first Christmas, and that first Annunciation. The Angel Gabriel said God had chosen this young girl Mary, 
this nobody, this fearful girl. Mary was not perfect – she couldn’t write a book on bringing up a baby etc. No, 
what made her special is that she trusted God. She knew God knew what he was doing. God our Father didn’t 
do this lightly. He didn’t do it to smite and destroy and drown people in sin. God has tried so many times to get 
over to humanity that they were loved and special and unique and had such potential. The only way to bring us 
into a right relationship again was by letting Jesus Christ into our human history. Through Jesus God knew our 
human sufferings and heartaches and fears. God understood this to the extreme when he freely allowed Jesus 
to die upon the Cross out of love for all of us.  
 
That infant baby; that vulnerable Child was the most wonderful sign that our lives will end in love. They will end 
in blessings if we allow God to help us. This Christmas please take time in your own way to do three things:        
Accept that Jesus the babe in the Crib and the man on the Cross sincerely loves you. Accept that whatever 
you’ve done in life, Good or Bad, you cannot put yourself outside the love of God. Accept that the God who 
loves you and forgives you also forgives those around you. God loves those around you. 
These are the reasons why even this very strange Christmas will indeed be a very Blessed 
Christmas. May God bless all who are connected to South Darley School.  
 
On Behalf of all our churches may I wish you all a very safe and Blessed Christmas. Every 
day you’ll all be very much in my prayers.  
 
Revd. Stephen Monk 
Rector Darley Dale, South Darley & Winster. 

 
 Our Value next term is:            WISDOM   
We will be thinking about well-known proverbs and the wisdom we learn from 
our parents that help us to make wise decisions.  We will consider the              
wisdom of building our lives on secure foundations using the story from      
Matthew’s gospel of the foolish man who built his house upon the sand. 

 
 

http://www.sthelensdarleydale.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Stephen.jpg
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If you are a family on a low income you could get 
food vouchers for your children over the  
Christmas period.  

The money to pay for these vouchers has come 
from the government through its COVID-19 
winter grant scheme which is over and above the 
other support schemes already provided by  
Derbyshire County Council.  

The family of every child who gets free school meals in Derbyshire schools because of low income can get a 
£30 food voucher for the Christmas holidays. You will get another voucher in February if you are still eligi-
ble, the amount will depend on the number of children who qualify at that time. Some other families are al-
so eligible based on financial hardship.  

You will receive vouchers if you meet one of the following criteria:  

• Have a child aged 3 to 18 in a Derbyshire school (nursery to year 13), eligible for free school meals be-
cause of low household income.  
• Have a child aged 3 or 4 not in a Derbyshire school nursery that receives free childcare and qualifies for 
'pupil premium' based on low income (this is sometimes called 'economic funding').  
• Have a child aged 2 that is eligible for free 2-year-old childcare because of low household income.  

You do not need to do anything if your child already meets these criteria (see the Derbyshire County            
Council website for full terms and conditions). We will contact you and you should receive a payment by 
email or text message that should arrive by 21 December 2020.  

If you have children and you do not currently claim free school meals or means-tested free childcare you 
may still be eligible. For full details of the scheme or to see what help and support is available, please visit 
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/winter  

As part of our on-going management of the Covid-19 pandemic, the schools                                                                   
Covid-19 risk assessment has been reviewed in conjunction with Derbyshire                                                                           
County Council. There are a few tweaks to the policy in how we manage the risk                                                                  
within our building, mainly focusing on the cleaning of equipment and the                                                                  
managing of our bubbles. One change we do need to notify parents of is a cap                                                                               
on the number of pupils allowed to attend morning clubs.  As these are run                                                               
outside of our ‘bubble’ system, numbers are now not allowed to exceed 15.  As                                                                     
such, we now ask that all morning clubs are booked in advance so that numbers                                                                                
can be managed and parents can seek alternative care for their children in plenty                                                         
of time if our clubs become full.  Advanced payments will be available through                                                                             
Parentpay shortly and for one off sessions, we kindly ask that you book through Mrs Manning at                              
amanning@southdarley.derbyshire.sch.uk before the days you require. The full risk assessment can be viewed 
on the school website at www.southdarley.derbyshire.sch.uk.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

Reminder: Dropping your children off  in the  morning and collecting children at 
the end of the school day during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Our school has been very fortunate not to have had to close any bubbles because of Covid-19 but the virus has 

unfortunately affected our parent community.  Please help us to stay well and safe—we are not out of the          

proverbial woods yet!    Could we remind parents it is imperative to stay 2 meters apart at all times when           

dropping off and picking children up at each end of the school day.  Parents can collect their child at any time 

between 3pm and 3.20 pm.  When you arrive to collect your child please do not congregate on the pavement or 

road outside the gate as this can form an unsafe area for us to release your child into your care as well as           

forming a bottle neck which others need to pass through to access the school playground.  Please come in to 

the playground and make use of the space to maintain 2m in distance from other parents.  We will release your 

child to you when we see you on the playground but then please leave promptly and don’t let them run around in 

the school playground. We will only use the front gates, not the side gate due the narrow walkways around the 

side of school.  Thank you for playing a part in keeping our school community and our pupils safe at this difficult 

time.  
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A very big and heartfelt thank you from all the staff at South Darley CE Primary School 

for all  your support during the last few months.  Thank you all for all the lovely presents 

and cards you and your children have brought in to school   Wishing you all a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Please stay safe and well over the festive period. 

1.  Make sure you get enough sleep 

2. Eat  healthy food and drink healthy drinks 

3. Learn how to relax and switch off 

4. Connect with friends and family  (socially distanced )
and talk about your feelings with others  

5. Learn something new every day 

6. Help others where you can 

7. Exercise every day 

8. Talk about your feelings 

9. Be mindful and take notice of what is happening 
around you  

10. Set targets for yourself , embrace your wishes and 
dreams and be thankful for all the things you do have 

11. Challenge any negative thoughts and don’t be afraid 
to ask for help if you need it 

12. Smile more, have fun and laugh lots! 

Thank you to FOSDS.  I am sure you will have all seen the splendid          

Christmas tree gracing the front entrance at the school.  The tree has been kindly 

provided by Friends of South Darley School.  ‘Friends of’ work tirelessly in the       

background raising money to improve school life for our pupils—from providing lap 

top storage caddies, buying house point prize presents (and other presents) to  

paying for new playground equipment for the infant back play area.  They are     

currently assisting the school in helping raise funds for renovating the playgrounds. 

If you have spare time (anything from 5 minutes to a couple of hours) that you could 

donate to FOSDS then please get in touch with Tara/Sara. Thank you once again. 


